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Leptin is a cytokine released primarily from adipose tissue and that has central nervous system, as well as peripheral tissue, effects.  This presentation will summarize findings from three studies embedded in the Multi-Ethnic Study of Atherosclerosis that have examined the associations of leptin with blood pressure, the renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system (RAAS) and left ventricular structure and function.  The concept of selective leptin resistance will be discussed.

